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SUPER  SUMMER  2017 


MC’s  Royce 
announces 
upcoming 
retirement 


WOnOESBlOETmciST 

NASHVnXE  (BP)  -  For  tha 


CUNTON  (SpMtol)  -  Missis¬ 
sippi  C(4)e^  (MC)  Presideiit 
Lm  G.  Royw,  6^annouDce(l 
7  that  be  will  be  retiring 
at  the  end  of  the  BaptiM-affil- 
iated  school’s  academic  year. 

*71iis  morning  I  shared 
with  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the 
Board  of 
Triistees  my 
intention 
to  retire  at 

t^  end  of  j 

this  aca-  '  . 

demic  ' 

May  2018.  ^ 

I  appred-  " 

ate  their  ROYCE 
great  and 

continuing  support  and  en¬ 
couragement  to  remain  in 
service,  but  Rhoda  and  I  have 
reached  the  stage  in  Hfe  that 
calls  us  towara  retirement.* 
loyca  vote  io  a  latter  that 
ktagm,  ‘Dmt  ^  family." 

^Ve  love  MC  and  Ka  peo^ 
pie  and  have  given  our  full 
devotion.  Though  leading 
this  univcmity  continues  to 
be  the  grratest  honor  of  my 
life,  the  time  has  come  for 
new,  younger,  mote  energetic 
leadei^p  to  guide  this  great 
insthutioo  toward  its  bicen¬ 
tennial  in  2026,"  the  15-year 
MC  preskhint  wrote. 


enefoeerutgiThe  research. 
puMahad  Aug.  2  in  the 
joumat  NaUira,  uaads 
gene  editing  tool  to  coriact 
in  131  human  atnbryoc  a  ge¬ 
netic  mutation  that  cauaes 
a  potanlialiy  fatal  heart 
condition.  The  embryos 
ware  purpoaafuily  creeled 
with  the  mutation,  araf  then 
deWToved  toHowing  the 
experiment.  *The  embryos 
wers  ganeUcaMy  altered, 
tasted  and  then  tfispoaad 
of.  This  type  of  axpanmen- 
tadop  IS  morallY  wrong 


GOING  DEEPER  •  Students  at  2017  Super  Summer  July  17-21  St  Baptist-affikated  Missitsippi 
College  in  Clinton  are  divaiad  into  family  groups  for  times  of  icaonse  Bible  study  eral  retotaaiship- 
buMing  (BR  apaciel  photo) 


ara^  PlHM^^fenn^^M 

Aialaraon  Canoar  CansMjll 
HowMoa  ttBse.  wMMlillP 
a  dootarate  ai  chemical  aal 
bioclyamical  angineanng. 
Ilaaepchats  acgue  contin¬ 
ued  experimentation  with 
human  ambrww  could  laad 
to  ttia  pwildanoe  of  ^0,000 
or  mere  inherited  medical 
conditaai.- 


Students  tapped  for  leader^p 


cUeh  grade,  has  a  rigotous  ap-  Simer  Summer  is  a  diwipir 
p&etion  process  to  ensure  tfaef  ifaip-atiented  cmap  sponsored 
only  the  nMMl  serious  students  of  by  the  Mjssiwippi  Bepdit  Coo- 
Ae  Christian  faith  are  choaen  to  vention  Board  (MBCB)  and  made 
attend.  This  973  poasi^hygiftstodtehlissiBsip- 

pattidpated,  bached  up  by  pi  Cooperative  Program.  Ihe  goal 

aduh  team  leaders  and  service  gf  gyper  Summer  is  t**o-fold:  to 
staff  ^  100  adult  chapernM  provide  cpiantitatiye  spiritual 

lewaee*  *letae«liaiPffK^sa  I  —  1 1  df  nH  m/  ' 


AKomrsco-woaKER 

RELEASCDINTEMMN 

TEHRAN.  Iran  (BP)  -  Ailing 
Chrlman  convert  Mar^wn 
NaqhaMi  Zargeran  was 
released  Aug.  1  bom  Evsi 
prison  in  Tehcan.  where  she 
had  been  held  under  harsh 
condiuont  for  four  veers 
because  of  her  Chnsii.in 
Iwlh.  IMirW  \Natch  Mon> 
tor  reported  Aug.  2  The 
sentence  for  the  SS-vean-old 
single  mother  was  schcd- 
ul«d  to  aiyd  July  28  but  she 
was  bnld  additional  days 
without  explanation  Ar 
lestad  m  January  2013  for 
her  work  with  Iranian  hcuac 
church  pastor  and  U  S  oti- 
ran  Saeetl  Abedini  she  was 
chergad  whh  prupogecng 
ngeinst  the  tslemtc  regane 
and  cohudtog  to  undermiriB 
natkinal  seciinty.  occordinQ 
to  eartiai  reports  Abe 
dti.i  wan  releueed  tium  (he 
same  prinori  in  laniiary  of 
lust  yeaf 


Churches  using  eclipse  for  Gospel  witness 


NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  When  the  sun  goes 
daA  Aug.  21  during  a  total  solar 
eclipse,  churches  &om  Oregon 
to  ^ith  Carolina  wrill  une  the 
event  as  an  opportunify  to  0- 
lumine  their  commur.!'! --  .  'Th 
the  Gospel. 

The  first  totai'ec!',  -isilife 
from  within  U.S.  N'‘.fiKlarie8 
since  1979.  this  month'-  cos- 
mic  event  will  occur  when  the 
moon  passi  s  between  the  -un 
and  the  earth  and  blocks  the 
snn.  accoidiiig  to  NASA's  total 
eclipse  website. 

'  &ervone  in  the  conriguous 

U.S_  wfiich  inchjdte  Missiasippf,  .MiUiuas  art  espied  to 
■.v3  be  able  to  see  at  least  a  pei^  (^‘‘‘.4’=  to  view  the  eclipse.  aiKl 
edfp.<  The  T'.i-tnile-wide  ‘peth  churches  in  the  path  of  tc!ii”';. 
uf  toi.iiifv,"  insidr  whifh  the  ,i[e  planning  an  sir  .■  of  iit 
ecVtpvi  VS.5  be compietr-,  wffl  re'ch  events. 


Aroma  of  the  Soul 


1/w  night?'  I  inquired.  “The  fmn 
W  w  Mys  he  does  not  know/ the 
trauUtor  said  after  k  brief  exdiange 
with  the  tranbling  Muslim  man. 

No  louer  able  to  suppress  both 
lean  and  •  sn^e,  he  ez^ined  that 
tte  thrM-block  walk  from  his  office  to 
the  parking  lot  in  this  Middle  East- 

^  front  of 
the  bidl^iiK  each  week.  Each  time  he 
pasw  by,  he  said,  there  was  an  over¬ 
whelming  sense  of  peace. 

*It  is  like  when  one  passes  by  a 

tome  where  great  aromatic  food  U 
b^  prepare^  ato  you  pause  on  the 
•fr^.  It  in  for  a  moment,*  he 
ezmained,  but  this  I  do  not  smell 
j  5®?*-  i  fe«i  it  in  my  soul!*  he 

for 

h»  hands  on  his  belly  and  chert.  ^ 

His  short,  suppressed 
in  the  iMck  of  the  old  cat _ ... 

fo.y*  rfoffr  —  I  had  to  come  see,*  he 

saitL  Looking  him  in  the  eye,  I  pi _ 

my  hand  on  his  shoulder  an  j  wnis- 


Guest  opinion 

with  Eric  W.  Ramsey 


TS:  *  for  30  minutes.  The 

alter  call  invitationlasted  anotiier  <„ 
rainutM  as  believers  knelt  and  prav,-,] 
t^uj^ut  the  entire  room.  One  Mus¬ 
lim  man  (not  the  one  1  met  prior  to  the 
sCTwce)  professed  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 
Owns  lined  down  the  aisle  waiting  tor 
istor  or  a  church  leader  to  pnn 


Tne  eompang  pgfgf 
teieuiszonf  Dm 
m  Aeir, 


W^n  ttw  service  ended,  evervon.* 
stay^  for  hot  tea  and  cookies.  For 
another  bouTa  believers  encouraged 
one  another,  prayed  for  one  another, 
lauded,  cnei  and  shared  personal 

how  Jesus  ivas  working  ii 

hm^^^ed  him  Hiiii  church  has  no  programs  to 

— - - ly  way  to  ti^  front  row  tiunk  no  ^urch  shirt  - 

SmSm^the  TC^tfo^^tS  mte  — ^  devouring  God  s  Word. 

We  environment  -  and  paaaeri^an 

many  people  sitting  ornffieoW  tonr/M  v  the  Arkansas 

**oodenpews.  **«onineoM  toptof  News  (arkaruasbaptist  oru 

^  newvournal  of  the  Ark.i/i^io 

Poifowim  a  half-hour  of  passionate  ^°P"*tition.  and  appivr. 

prayer,  singing  and  ScriptifTS*'  of  Baptist  Press.  Kdiu  d 


J  sobs  echoed 

old  cathedral.  *I  had  _ 

II uc  one  another,  pi 

,  .^-^-isissaissr' 

j  pered,  TThe  Lord  is  good.* 

I  Two  teen  lovingly  directed  him 

■  to  a  seat  near  their  families  while  I 

1  mademt - *  ' 

I  iogthe  I 


r-;^~«»ui«uKirBoetvea 

fo®™  -  aB  —  turnout 


SBictecompiB] 
-by  a  federal  Jui 


turnout 


tTnioo  you  have 
■VMdof  moniy  from 
»>vt-Bd&d  smm  fai^ 


n  be  smarter 
Welerateour 
glMifrr  our 
Klees  rumors 


BSptistRecord 


■■d  sMnss  elisaen 

teThtf-Jai,  Biplis' 
PO.fosbSO, 


•vhicftaraiaMM 

and  pBHQidcstZa 

of  our  fritb%vftSE 
making 

niif.Huii  i>f 
.0  .uch  *— lums-'ni'y 
awiy  i.-ca, 

accomplish^ 

it  We  r.  trtf  f^sn 
and  Kjngdtkfi’wwrk, 

W'  t'hn.stiflxu;;' 


'XJCUS 


&APt}bf5i 

IkbWM  Mtt'.  . 

SiSteswawy.,;,.  ... 

ODBpeeiurg  N 


I'lffii'iifMd 

“«^fcsitr 


August  10.2017  ■ntEBAFnsTRHTOKi: 


Statistics  released  on  2017  SBC  annual  meieting 


UMITIESS 


an  increasingly  (iiverse  array 
of  ethnicities  and  churches  of 
various  sizes. 

Committee  on  Nt>uijiiulioiis 
chairman  Jim  Kicbjira,  ex- 
ecutiv’e  director  of  Sojithern 
Baptto  of  Texas  Coqwnfioti 
in  t^  aturJDom 

miftee  wr  Ticiminaofltta^as 
one  of  the  "most  ethnically  di¬ 
verse  committees  ever.’ 

The  committee's  diversity 
led  it  to  propose  a  slate  of  nom; 
inees  that  was  14%  non-Anglo. 

According  to  SBC  govern¬ 
ing  docunjetua.  the  conven- 
tloit  “presWtnf  appoints  the 
Committee  on  Committees, 
which  nominates  memhers  ol 
the  following  year’s  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Nominations  for  mes¬ 
senger  approval. 

The  Committee  on  Nomi¬ 
nations  nominates  Soiiih 
ern  Baptists  to  serve  011  .SBC 
boards  and  comn^tees.  witfi 
messengers  agaiivKCanting  11 
nal  approval. 

In  Phoenix.  nivss<iigers 
approved  the  full  slate  of 
nominees  presenloii  by  both 
the  CominitttH'  on  Com¬ 
mittees  and  the  Committee 
on  Nominations. 

The  goi7  CominitttH-  on 
.  Commitlee.s  raported  that  hall 
of  those  eletfad  toiitfie  izoiK 
Commiftete  »ir  Prominalions 
were  from  churches  with  av¬ 
erage  worship  attendahee  ol 
2,50  or  less.  An  average  wor¬ 
ship  attendance  of  524  among 
churches  of  2018  Committee 
on  Nominations  members  was 
dmra  from  an  average  of  1.704 
over  Uae  peathve  years. 

t  ■  .Tlnwilaii  ttaadyilteMs.  ptesi 


PHOENIX  (BP)  -  Data  com¬ 
piled  following  the  2017  Soudi- 
em  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
annual  meeting  in  Phoenix  in¬ 
dicates  more  messengers  than 
2011,  the  last  time  the  conven¬ 
tion  was  held  in  n>oenix,  and  a 
net  annual  meeting  cost  reduc¬ 
tion  of  some  $800,000  since 
that  time. 


Currence,  minister  of  cfaU- 
dren  and  administration 

Church  of  Ozark.  Mo., 
has  announced. 

However,  registration  ex- 
ceeded  the  2011  annual  meet- 
ing  in  Phoenix  where  4,852 
messengers  attended. 

In  2017,  messengers  were 
sent  from  2,230  churches  in  47  HIIIIIIIHIIIB 
states,  the  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia.  and  Puerto  Rico.  Churches  RAISING  PRAISE 
in  Maine,  North  IMkota.  and  (SBC)  and  senior  pasi 
Rhode  Island  sent  no  messen-  SBC’s  2017  annual  m 
gets.  Including  guests,  total  „  attending  the  ann 
registered  attendance  at  the 
annual  meeting  and  related 
events  was  9.315,  down  from 
12,138  last  year. 

Most  messengers,  3.219. 
were  male,  and  3,071  of  them  H  I  ^ 

were  ocdahied.  743  mes- 
sengers,  14.8I4  of  tnose  regb- 


tered,  completed  the  regisba- 
tiovbaivef.  Of  those,  351  were 
senior  payors  and  41  were  the 
wives  of  senior  pastors,  accord¬ 
ing  to  surveys  submitted. 

By  age,  32  of  thoae  who  snhr 
mined  surveys  were  18-29, 
compared  to  126  between  30- 
39;  127  between  40-49',  *15 
tween  50-59;  ana  243  agas  bo 


lauiaaiiiii  aMwwiswiwa,  v>v^, 
dSnl  and  -CKactifi**-' director 
of  the  TennesBcr  BaptisT  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  in  Nashville,  said. 
•While  we  praise  the  Ixird  for 
our  large  megachurches  that 
inlluence  and  iniMct  so  many, 
we  understand  that  we  iuhhI 
representation  from  our  small 
ejcliwches." 

Somc.’-fiolh  (d  •MC4|  war 
Coimmttu’v  cm  .iNimiin.iiioi- 
li.v  never  m-ivi  J  in  .inv  11.1 
tional  position  within  tin-  sB( 

I  l.iv  IV  v.tiii. 

riic  .iwravi-  1  ,„  pi-t.i'i.. 
I'i>  .gr.i'ii  (  r  1  ‘^iv  111.;  "I  ■  bin  I  ' 

wh"  Ivi'.i  iiii-int'i  rv  'III  lb. 
.'(118  I. 'oinniitlei-  "ii  '-...iini' '■ 


Cost  reduction 

Convention  manager  Bill 
Townes  told  Baptist  Press  the 
2017  annual  meeting’s  net 
cost  should  be  finalized  later 
this  month,  but  he  did  esti¬ 
mate  a  'similar'  total  to  previ¬ 
ous  years:  $1,30,004  in  201,5. 
and  $146,070  in  2016.  Those 
figures  represent  a  reduction 
of  approximately  $800,000 
since  the  high  wiater  mark 
in  2011. 

SBC  pjteciitive  Committee 
president  and  <  P.l).  Prank  S. 
Page,  "directed  the  convention 
finance  oBiee  to  analyze  and 
evaluate  the  costs  associaUnl 
with  the  SBC  annual  meeting 
each  year  to  set-  where  we  could 
reduce  our  costs  ami  .ilso  to 
ensure  that  we  keen  costs  af¬ 
fordable  for  attendees,'  said 
Townes,  SBC  P3tecutivc  t  orn 
mittee  vice  prcsklent  for  con- 
ventioD  finance  in  Na.shvillc. 

T^t  direction  to  look  at 
every  expense  in  detail  re¬ 
sulted  in  making  some  vignifi 


■  file  exl  li.ll  ball  b.is 
p.inil-d  tri.n  ippn 'tim.niHlv  ',0 
exhibit.ir-:  ihr.  iigli  aoiL-  to  m" 
111  PhiM-niv  with  all  -ii*  ‘Hif-i 
living  im  ti'.i  ,  '1  ri  ‘.i‘i:iii'  Ir.'V 
exliibiMi  I.-’  - 

\ii  iiixl.il-  ';  •■vbibil..i  V 

•  ivi'S  prioriiv  ii.iiiirMlI  i-ili 
lii-v  iirgaiii/.'ili"ii-.  bill  .11  '■ 
lows  Iilher  .Ii'iimvixi  ‘.-Tidor- 
ih.it  vlo  iiol  I'lnthii  wilb  the 
luiiii.sines  i,t  iiitheiii'  P-'i- 

lists."  I'ownc- said. 

■  rbe  (xinverition  lia.s  nor  ^ 
oha.srti  (xsiipoter  immilors,  Uux 
tops,  and  ettHirical  cords  to  n-o>e 
even  year  r.ither  than  renting 
from  each  coiivx-ntion  center 


ix.nirsrtim  wvb  i 
(ll.i  ill  -HU  1  1,  • 


tiig'.l  tin  luir.  ill  -  ilH  i.  i 
pcwly  clyvted  bo.iii!  .ind 
ivuittitt  im-iiU'vr,  i-  ;-.i  ' 
'..■III of  utidiiigbatcd  r-  - 
.MI  noniinry-  prCMiit 
the  ('..iiimitlve  on  C.'>:::iii 
and  the  Coiiiniitlee  on 
nations  iffirmed  the  H 
[■'iilh  and  Mes  ave  [i 
their  i-li-rtioii 


Diversity 

i.i'.'.tiviitiiais  elciicii  to  III! 
giinS  .-tBC  (,  oniiiiilliH-  oil  N  uni 
nations  and  tho-e  e!i ,  led  n 
SHi  K::;rds  and  other  1  oiiven 
Hon  eiaii'iiitlec'  r.-pr-sentei 


Thp  BAPnsi  Rkx*i)  Aufusi  10.  201 


No  doubt,  moct  of  )mi  know  that 
on  Aug.  21  thro  win  be  a  total 
edipae  of  the  aun.  On  that  doK 

tne  moon  win  paas  between  ua  and%e 

^  creating  a  70-mfle  wide  band  of 
nwnng  acToaa  the  (Med  States 

rf  America.  It  wffl  bt^  over  Salem, 

•t  10^16  fl.ni.  P0T 

IMD  Salem  to  Charleston  and  vou 
““  Hiough  tbe 

sun  stm  be  shining  aa  brightly  as 

darkness  w3] 
uousuaI,  ificn 


hatefuUy  about  people  and 


aoom  people  and  sometimes 
a^  ^  other.  It  can  be  hard  to  dis 
I  togu^  whether  their  hatred  is  for  the 
gjnght^^person  or  for  the  p,™„ 

Hate  is  ^  a  worthy  objective  when 

deal^  with  pec^le.  It  robs  us  of  com 
wsron  and  tenntivity  to  the  needs  of 
those  people.  If  hate  becomes  a  domi 
nant  Raturr  in  your  life,  it  wffl  cast  a 
^k^  over  your  testimony  and  \  on 
love  for  Jesus,  and  it  wffl  be  difficult  foi 
I^pfe  to  see  the  brffliance  of  His  sal\  a 
tion  through  vour  eclipse  of  hate. 

^  A  tkM  way  we  cover  up  the 
Son  IS  aiimtly  by  hiding  the  light 

Jesus  teaches  us  in  the  Sermon  on  th. 
Mounh  b«  your  light  so  shine  bcfnr. 
m^that  they  may  see  your  good  w .  .rl 
®nd  ^orify  your  Father  which  is  in 
“  '-.^att.  5:16).  Jesus  pointed  Ml 
that  men  don  t  light  a  candle  and  thei. 
^ut  It  under  a  basket.  Rather,  they  set  11 
1  a  place  where  all  the  light  can  shin. 

!  room  anapush  the  d.rl 

Maybe  ^’ve^^^'hiding  His  liglit 

“at  u  supposed  to  be  shining  thronvii 
you.  you  keep  h  well  hidden ?i.  .1 
yourfemily,  the  folks  with  whom  yon 
work,  and  the  people  with  whom  yon 
have  sociai  relationships. 

Haw  you  hidden  the  Son?  Don't  be  a 
part  of  an  echpse  of  the  spiritual  net^^is 
rtyourielf  and  others.  Let  your  light 

8^  today.  Dont  block  Christ's  Iom 
trom  flowing  through  you. 

The  can  be  contacted  at  dirt  ^ 
aons^mbcb.org. 


mm  ^  block  its  rays  and  ■■Ik  % 

;^rejpforawfaae.  itisan  * 

vvnenmes 

northern  ^  ^  . 

and  westm  hemispheres  of  Earth  are  *^*1?*  were  somethiiw  the 

maldngplanstobedlr^inthepath  -nines  have  chanmd 

of  the  eclipse  to  view  the  rnoonWocidng  ™™«^i8thatmamrpeopfem 

the  sun.  ■»  the  game, 

..  to  our  spiritual  hemisphere,  Jesus  ?,!?*"“•  thw  are  not.  ai 

we  chflifeto  SeJcTll^  iBmiySl  Hypocriw^whetberitiarealoria^ 

hso^wIf'coTO^pi^ftimMjr 

wrid  that  needs  H&.  How  is  it  poasiMe  *J“  “o*  unusual  to  b -ar 

t^  we  CM  block  so  much  of  the  bt^™* 

banoe  of  the  life  of  Jesus  that  the  world  i'u?**^’******,®^^hypocrit*.,'to 

y«difficuhtimes««ngX*Br 

darkness?  Three  thoughts  come  to  mind 

A  hypocrite  is  an  actor  pJayirearS^  ^  ^  Vypo^riay 

wholeamedtoplayarole,topwffi 


«:u«ure  10  ana  tuny  aware  that  you  are 

not  perfect  and  that  you  too  stumble  heaven' 

and  at  times  may  fail  or  feU.  That  is  the 
^toiy  of  each  of  us  to  some  degree  but  P“ 

the  facte  there  are  people  who  have  “i  _ 

put  w  the  costume  and  pretend  to  be,  throu(^iout  the . 
mm  so  doing  block  the  bright  gfoiy  ness  back  (Matt. 
(rfJesiu  from  people  who  can't  see  ”  ‘ 

tnrcKtth  their  hypocrisy. 

way  to  block  Hia 
briOUn^  it  Oirough  hate.  It  is  tad 
nirtttt^that  sometimes  Christians  are 
bjtwmwn  for  what  they  hate  than 
.’li"  **y  Jwe.  Hate  and  ^  Christian 
Iw  are  hard  to  put  together.  Hate  M  a 
atij^  word  ffixipture  leOs  us  we  ought 

b«e»u®e  of  what  it  does  to^ 

UK^duals  and  families,  and  churches 
and  oommunities.  The  old  didif  it  that 
WA  «be  sinner,  but 

tmthfolly  there  are  Christians  who  talk 


Vacation  Bible  School 


WR  ZC  FYDKY  MYCD  HDM  CBRIRVDIR 
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CBR  VDIOZPRYRNy  DV  NZYN. 

XACN  CBZICRRY:  CBZICH-RZOBC 

Clue:  0  =  0 

ererrise  wur  BM, 

throughout  the putd^Sohie^M!^ “  subatiw; 

•y  Chwi«  o  joiK 


Tha  yutah  at  LAKLLE 
HAVem  CHURCH. 
OUVE  RRANCH. 
•■“•oriv  aervad  at  fee 
t*Hirch  i  VBS  m  June 


MSAudi 


CALVARY  CHURCH 

VICRSRUROttadby 

ond  Jesse  TiS 
WsOn  and  the  church's 

VOiSh 
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Christian/4<«iS^^  CONCEPT 


COMMISSION 


ISSUta  I  CHRISTIAMACTIOM  CW 


n  CHR'tTlAf,  ACTIO^^  COMMf03:ON 


“H  c^Ef  IfJV  DiQBr 


hen  you  go  jog^g 
or  “jalking  (naifway 
between  a  walk  and 


a  jog),  on  a  &nn-to-market 
pavM  road,  you  nuiy  not  see 
a  car  for  30  minutes.  Then 
you  round  a  curve,  and  there 
IS  a  vehicle  on  the  side  of 
the  toad.  You  look  down  the 
road  and  see  another  vehicle 


coming  toward  you.  A  third 
vehicle  comes  up  behind. 

Both  moving  venicles  will 
meet  at  the  parked  vehicle 
at  the  same  moment  you  are 
running  around  the  (Mrked 
vehicle.  All  four  entities 
converge  at  the  same  point. 
Then  you  may  not  see  anoth¬ 
er  car  for  the  next  30  min¬ 
utes.  I  have  coined  this  the 
“Law  of  Concurrence.* 

I  don’t  know  many  big 
words,  but  when  I  know  one,  1 
try  to  use  it  (IX)L).  “Concur¬ 
rence"  means  “a  happening 
together  in  time  or  place." 


The  Law  of  Concurrence 


We  need  to  be  mindful  of  the 
Law  of  Concurrence  in  our 
daily  lives,  but  more  especial¬ 
ly  in  our  Christian  walk. 

Now  I  realize  the  Law  of 
Concurrence  seems  similar  to 
the  cliche,  “When  it  rains,  it 
pours."  I  understand  Mur¬ 
phy’s  Law  —  “Anything  that 
can  go  wrong,  will  go  wrong, 
and  at  the  worst  possible 
time,"  but  the  Law  of  Concur¬ 
rence  is  different.  The  Law 
of  Concurrence  is  not  nCws- 
sarily  negative  or  bad;  it  just 
happens. 

When  you  try  to  enjoy  your 
quiet  time  or  your  prayer 
time,  the  Law  of  Concurrence 
will  occur.  When  you  tty 
to  pray,  you  will  remember 


everything  you  should  have 
done  yesterday  and  every  ¬ 
thing  that  needs  to  be  done 
right  now,  if  not  sooner. 

The  dog  barks,  the  doorbell 
rings,  the  baby  cries,  and 
your  spouse  can't  find  the 
keys.  Welcome  to  the  Law 
of  Concurrence. 

When  you  try  to  witness 
to  a  lost  person  on  a  park 
bench,  get  ready  for  the  Law 
of  Concurrence.  Everyone 
they  know  will  walk  by  and 
reet  them.  Your  phone  and 
is  phone  will  ring.  His  ride 
will  arrive.  It  wilibegin  to 
sprinkle.  The  noise  of  the 
traffic  and  the  train  will 
drown  out  the  sirens  of  the 
fire  trucks  and  ambulance^. 

_ t  _ 


No  need  to  get  frustrated  or 
aggravated.  It  is  what  it  is  — 
the  Law  of  Concurrence. 

On  that  dream  trip  or 
get-a-way  with  your  spouse 
and/or  family,  when  you 
should  enjoy  the  .MOMENT 
to  the  fullest,  watch  out!  The 
I,aw  of  Coneurrence  can  rob 
you  of  both  the  m<imenl  and 
the  memories. 

In  our  ministries  we  go 
for  years  without  a  real 
crossroad  and  then,,  multiple 
choices  face  us.  It  is 
nice  when  the  Law  of  Concur¬ 
rence  "dovetails"  into  one 
clear  path. 

As  the  "new"  Executive  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  Christian  Art  ion 
Commission,  I  am  not  sur¬ 


prised  at  all  that  the  “lottery" 
was  front  and  center  during 
my  first  Legislative  ^ssion.  1 
believe  the  lottery  will  be  an 
even  greater  threat  during  the 
upcoming  session  in  2018. 
rnher.  critical  issues  will  also 
arise  concurrently.  We  need 
you  to  be  prayed  up  and  to 
speak  up. 

Many  believe  events  hap¬ 
pen  in  "s’s."  They  also  hap¬ 
pen  in  “4's,"  “s’s,  and  “6's," 

Be  careful  that  you  don't 
allow  all  the  clutter  and  all  the 
clatter  to  distract  you  from 
the  focus  of  living  life  to  the 
Mlest.  Learn  to  live  with  the 
I  jw  of  Concurrence. 

Pigby  is  executiue  diree 
tor-treasurer  of  the  Christian 
.ietion  Commission.  He  am 
be  reached  at  (bo i)  aos 
332Q/o/ftce,  (bbz)  2f<4  oih't/ 
cell,  or  by  e-mail  at  kdiyhyta 
christianaetion  com 


t 
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Judge:  Christian  photographer  has  right  to  choose 


MADISON.  Wiae.  (BP  and 
local  raportsi  —  A  self-em¬ 
ployed  evangelical  Christian 
photographer  can  choose  to 
reject  job  requests  based  on 
her  reli^ous  beliefs  against 
same  sex  marriage,  a  Wiscon¬ 
sin  county  court  and  govern¬ 
ment  officials  have  agreed. 

Judge  Richard  Niess  of  the 
Dane  County  Circuit  Court  on 
.\ug.  i  agreed  to  sign  an  order 
in  the  coming  weeks  signifying 
that  city  and  state  public  ac- 
commoMtion  laws  do  not  ap¬ 
ply  to  photographer  and  blog¬ 
ger  Amy  Lynn  Lawson,  the 
sole  owner  of  Amy  Lynn  _Pho- 
togrephv  Studio  in  Madison, 
the  Wisconsin  State  Journal 
newspaper  reported. 

Lawson  works  on  commis¬ 
sion  and  does  not  have  a  phys¬ 
ical  storefront. 

The  ruling  has  no  bearing 
on  similar  religious  liberty 
cases  involving  two  other  busi¬ 
ness  owners  representetl  by 
Ijiwson's  attormys,  AilianM 
Defending  Freedom  (ADE), 
as  those  businesses  are  based 
outside  Wisconsin. 

Uwson  filed  suit  against 
the  City  of  Madison  and  the 
Wisconsin  Department  of 
Workforce  Development  in 
March  after  a  cu.stomer  ami- 
plained  about  a  statement  on 
Lawson's  website  refusing  to 
photograph  same  sex  wed¬ 
dings.  according  to  ADF 

Such  ceremonies  aiunter 
lawson's  religioius  belief  that 


"Government  officials 
must  allow  creative 
professionals  without 
storefronts  anywhere  in 
the  city  and  state  the 
freedorti  to  make  their 
own  decisions  about 
which'  ideas  they  will  use 
their  artistic  expression  to 
promote.' 

Jonathan  Scruggs 
AOF  Senior  Counsel 


marriage  is  between  one  man 
and  one  woman,  lawson  said 
on  her  website.  Photi^raphiug 
the  same  sex  c<  remonie**  would 
infringe  uptjn  her  right  lo  om 
trol  her  individual  artistic  ex 
pressmn.  her  web  site  states 
While  l^wson  was  nev¬ 
er  sued  nor  charged  with  a 
crime,  she  feared  the  ratnili- 
cations  of  the  citv  and  state 
laws  and  dropped  the  state 
ment  from  her  website.  She 
began  refusing  ah  wedding 
photography  requests.  Al)F 
wrote  in  a  description  of  the 
case  oil  its  website 

The  case  has  “huge  implica¬ 
tions  for  everyone  within  Wis¬ 
consin.*  ADF  Senior  Conn'^cl 
.lonathan  S<ruggs  said  after 
the  Aug.  I  hearing. 

U  means  that  government 
oflficialM  must  allow  creative 
pnrfessionals  without  store 


FREE  TO  CHOOSE  Sell  nhou.tjMntief  AtT»v  i  f-v 

SOI.  Cht.MKin  .0  Mvui.'ion  Wi  ■ -e  h.  r-  f- 

lusp  ••••  -  that  vfotv.lP  her  rel-gious  hpii»*f  .1  •  '  or:  .»o.i  i-'vofnn-- 

oiiicMl-  n.wo  .,qr,.e.t  Cl,  .md  sMi.-  pol.l.c  .  . . .  '■■'V' 

tliml  jppiv  t'..  I'.T  lia.i...--.’  ■  do  wit-.u'  '•  i.  lo.^.I 

„H„  s...d  (BP  Pl'.  f.  .t  .■  d.-.-  (  0 


fri.ntv  anywlnTf  in  Ihiy. lU  .mil 
slate  thf  fra-dom  to  make  tiioir 
own  decisions  about  whiih 
idc.is  thm  will  us(  Ihcir^artistic 
expression  to  promote.'  .'iinig 
gs  said  in  a  press  release 

“Tlie  roiirl  ioiilid  and  the 
citv  and  state  have  now-  agrasl 
that  sur  h  profession.rls  can 
not  he  punished  under  publii 
aeeumnnHlation  laws  tor  ex 
ereising  their  artislie  treedimi 
brH’ause  ih'ise  laws  simply 
don't  apply  lo  them 


I'hi'  ■  .i-''  h'hil  a- 

open  on  tin  D.ini  *  ouiilv  I  ir 
cull  Ciiurl  wih'iP'.  and  "ill 
not  be  offiil.ilK  'loved  nil 
til  Niess  signs  .in  'irder  Ih.il 
citv  and  'tale  altori.ev'  are 
airniuK  dr.dtmg  to  spenlv 
that  lawson  a  exeiiipl  li""' 
the  .staliites 

In  other  ADI  ■  a-e-  ■(** 
gardilig  religious  Ireedom  tn 
artistic  expression,  itie  (  S 
Supreme  Court  has  agteed  to 
hear  the  ease  of  .(.u  k  Phillips 


of  Masterpir-ce  Cakeshoji  in 
Lakewood.  Co.,  who  is  light¬ 
ing  for  the  tight  lo  reuisp 
to  dcsigii  eakwi  for  sam^ 

•ex  XTedmn^'"  -r-w atMiV 

The  high  Eouft  agreed  ttT  '' 
June  to  hear  Phillips'  case 
after  the  Colorado  Supreme 
Court  refused  to  overturn  a 
lower  court  ruling  against 
the  baker. 

The  ADI-  has  asked  the  high 
.■mirt  lo  join  Phillips'  ease  with 
that  of  a  .second  client,  Wash¬ 
ington  florist  llarronnelle 
Stutzman.  since  the  issues  in 
their  eases  .ire  identical  Ihe 
Southern  Baptist  gr.iiuliuollier 
,uid  owner  of  .krlei'c  '  Klowei- 
in  Ki.  hland  W.i  ,  w.i-  loond 
gliiltx  of  iilil.iwliil  di'crimiiia 
Mon  again'!  a  longtum  ai- 
loiuer  and  ha  p.irini  '  "hep 
•he  refii'cl  to  cre.iti  ll'-i.il 
irrangepu'nis  lor  the  loiipl. 
'lopui'exiial  conupilini'Pi  .  r 
'■nioiiv.  Her  a.'set'  .iri'  P""  lu 
leopardy  ot  Iveing  seized  uv 
the  st.de  to  satisfy  iiidgemcoi- 
ag.iiii'l  her 

I  he  latest  decision  in  Phil 
lip''  r  asi-  is  a  M.iv  -'OU  ruling 
iiv  the  I'olorad.'  t  ivd  Bighl- 
Commissiun  The  ruling  tom 
;h-1'  Phillips  and  hi'  '■ii:;  lo'. 

••C'  lo  design  cake'  t"i  iup' 

,ex  wedding',  ordei  ■  Phil 
ij|.'  to  re  ediie.ile  hi'  a  d’l  !'■ 
.oniplv  with  t  oh’rado  '  Vidi 
Disrriiuiii.diou  .\ei.  .xu'l  lu.iii 
.late'  .pi.irierly  i  "mi>li.tiia 
report-  ("r  two  veiirs.  a.  '  ir.l 
irig  to  th<‘  ADk 
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Just  for  the  Record 

TUCKERS  CROSSING 
CHURCH,  LAUREL,  hald 
Baby  Oadication  on  Father’s 
Day.  Shown  are  Kerry  and  Shar- 
aa  Watters  with  80*00100  and 
his  siMngs.  Etizsbeth  and  Eli 
Watters:  Ben  and  Jaica  Thomas 
with  Awa  and  her  brother  Na¬ 
than:  and  Andrew  and  Carrie 
Tanner  wtth  WWism  and  his  aib- ' 
linos  Paisley  and  Penny  Tanner. 

Eddie  Bryarit.  pastor. 

PUCKETT  CHURCH.  PUCK¬ 
ETT,  held  a  QA  dinriar  Mar.  30  i-' 
for  all  currers  and  peal  GA's. 

Tamnv  Anderson,  guest  speaker,  i  •" 


LUDLOW  CHU^,  LUDLOW,  ordained  David 
Allan  as  deacon  June  25.  Shown  ara  his  wife  Kathy. 
AKaa  and  pastor  Jim  Bums. 


Sheila  and  Frankie  Richsrdsan.  SPRING  HILL 
CHURCH.  WATERFORD,  lecently  wont  on  a  mi» 
»ioo  tnp  to  Manassas.  Virginia. 


Beau  Wikiams  and  Maddox  Williams  represented 

GILLS8URG  CHURCH.  GILLSBURG,  at  Centrji 
HlUs. 


honomd  Tal 

^d^  on  las  10-yaar  anraverswy  „  paaoT^* 


»*E«WDIAN.  reeantlyor- 

!!**•**"  am&rwth.  las 

wota  Kelly,  and  pastor  Jan  Hutchison 


CHURCH, 
TOOkBSUBA,  held  a  back 
pack  dedication  and  teacher 
•PPtaciation  aarvioa  July  30 
•«1  by  Steven  WMe  . 


CHURCH,  LAUREL,  recognized 
Ch«r1i«  Alirwd  for  nine  years  of  pe^^- 
«tt«ndance  July  23  Shown  are 
and  his  Sunday  School  teacher  Fred 


VALLEY  GROVE 
^URCH,  PONTOTOC 
COUNTY,  recently  held  a 
bletaing  of  the  beckpecks  aer- 
vica^Shown  ara  church  mam- 
Wa  circling  studentt  and 
achool  personnel  in  prayer. 
Greg  Herndon,  pastor 


f  ^ 
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Just  for  the  Record 


explaiii|  how  creation  reveals 
God  and  how  salvation  is  avail¬ 
able  through  Jesus  Christ. 

Church  members  will  dis¬ 
tribute  the  DVOs  during  the 
eclipse  alonj’  whh  3,000  evan¬ 
gelistic  bookmarks.  “If  our 
parking  lot  is  utilized  for  eclipse 
watchere,  we  win  take  that  op¬ 
portunity  to  try  and  share  the 
Gos^,  Mountain  View  pastor 
Buddy  Hanson  added. 

In  Lincoln,  Ne.,  the  launch 
of  Hope  Chy,  a  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Mission  Board  church 
plant,  u  set  to  correspond  with 
me  eclipw.  The  conmegation's 


Solar  Eclipse  Eye  Safety 

•••••••« • 


PLEASANT  HILL  CHURCH.  BOGUE  CHITTO.  sent  15 
^udems  and  adults  to  the  Hands  of  Hope  Misskmis  m  Welch  W 
Va  th«  sun^  They  worked  with  the  Hope  Chest  and  led  a 
VBS  while  there  Kathy  Wilson,  mission  team  coordinator'  Flovd 
Higginbotham,  pastor  '  ^ 


first  service  is  slat^  for  Aug. 
20.  That  day  and  during  the 
eclipse,  the  church  will  dis- 
tnbute  2,000  “college  survival 
kits"  at  the  University  of  Ne- 
braska-Uncoln. 

"Hiese  kits  wiU  be  filled  with 
ramen  noodles  ai.d  Pop  Tarts, 
as  weU  as  the  book  of  John  and 
some  other  Gospel-orient^ 
things,"  said  Hope  City  pastor 
Logan  Merrick. 

Missouri  Baptists'  news- 
journal  The  Pathway  reported 
at  least  three  Baptist  church¬ 
es  in  the  Show-Me  State  are 
planning  eclipse  outreach- 
es:  Santa  Fe  Trail  Chureh  in 
Boonville,  First  Church  in 
DeSoto,  and  Concord  Church 
in  Jefferson  City  . 

Grand  Oaks  Baptist  Assem¬ 
bly  in  Chillicothe,  Mo.,  will  host 
a  Wonders  of  Creation  Solar 
Eclipse  Family  Retreat  on  Aug. 

inclmle  mini- 
golf,  hikii^  swimming,  and  an 
opportunity  to  learn  ariout  the 
eclipse  from  a  Christian  world¬ 
view  perspective. 

"Sinee  we’re  in  the  range 
of  the  eclipse,  we  thought  we 
were  in  a  ^ition  to  do  teach¬ 
ing  and  ministry  for  families," 
Grand  Oaks  manager  I>on 
Boyer  told  The  Pathway,  add¬ 
ing  that  he  hopes  the  event  in¬ 
augurates  an  annual  back-to- 
school  retreat  for  families  at 
the  campjn-ound. 

First  Cliurch  in  Henderson¬ 
ville.  Tn..  a  suburb  of  Nash\ille. 

IS  hearing  "quire  a  buzz"  in  the 
roniniiinity  about  the  ellipse 
and  is  planning  multiple  out- 
reaeh  eieiits,  exitulne  p.istor 
Bniee  Kales  said. 

"W  ith  projisTioiisot  avi.oco 
or  more  people  (niovingj  into 
our  coiinti  mam  from  tor 
cigii  iiiuntnes  we  wanted  to 
tw  on  the  foretroni  nt  welroiii 
ing  the  guests,"  Kales  said.  "W. 
wtII  bi-gin  on  Siindai  evening 
■Vug.  go.  with  a  roncert  featur 
ing  si-veral  Gospel  .Music  .Vs- 
sociation  artists  as  we’l  as  our 
own  imisieiaris 

"On  .'Vug.  21.  ivople  an-  wel 
lamie  to  view  the  eriqvse  from 
our  [larking  lots.  ||.it  dogs  ami 
ice  eri'.am  air  asailable  to  the 
lirst  sinTal  hiindnsl  lo  .irnve 
We  has'e alreaih  h.iiiilis) init  os-er 
.l.ooi)  tvlipsi'  dewing  glasses 
and  time  seieial  humlred  more 
for  those  tussling  tlwni  " 

Heginning  just  .liter  10  a  in 
local  rime  in  Oregon,  the  10 


NOT  SAFE 


Mem^  of  the  Exptorer  s  Bible  Study  at  FIRST  CHURCH 
BRANTON,  rocanMy  attended  the  Exploref  s  Summer  Conf 
^  in  Oxford  This  year  s  study  will  begin  Aug  15  at  the  chi 
Tuesdays  The  study  is  Cormthuins.  Ephesia 
and  Philippians.  led  by  Rita  Latham 


NOT  SAFE 


Jones  Countv  Bible  Conference 

AUgOsT  20-22,  2017 


cani/aiti  in-*  art*  jhm»- 

pk*  tluil  liKiking  iliri't  *lv  ilu- 

•  I  lipM’  will  reMUt  ui  |vnniin»'nt 
visum  il.inia^o  .ind  (hi  .iliti- 
:>luKlness  rips  (r»,m  llu  Ann  r. 
I'.'iri  A«  .iflf’mv  ijf  ( )phthaiino|oKv 

•  m  h«‘v  n*  Sdl«‘i>  view  tlv-  n  lip*  f 
can  Ih-  ifuind  at  whw  .Mtinrj; 

prT"  •“i’»  mn  ' 

-dil.ir  hjisi*  fv»  •  i(i'i\ 


Id!  t-«  lip've  vmII  take  appr-iM 
mateiv  .in  himr  .ukI  a  halt  ti> 
pass  over  ()n*g<»n.  Ulahi*.  \Vv 
omin,;.  Moalan;}.  Nchrask  i 
Icvva  Kans.is  Missnur:.  II- 
liinus,  KrnUn  k\  IVnn<-ssf»*. 
(its.rv;ia.  Nfjrth  ‘  af*>|ina.  and 
SL.'iiih  i'  lfolm.'i 

After  the  Auk  tvlipsf.  rht- 

ru‘Xt*!j>tdl  solar  ef'li(rrh  will  hv  m 
■vmth  .\imTi- a  m  lul\  s',  jim** 


The  Baptist  Re<d«ii 
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Baptist  Global 
Response  marks 
loth  anniversary 

'H  onJy  seems  Bice 
yestefday  but  when  I 
think  about  the 
thousands  of  proiects 
implemented  world¬ 
wide  and  literally 
milliorts  of  lives 
impacted,  I  thank 
God  for  bringing 
about  BGR  and  then 
letting  us  be  a  part  of 
this  amazing  ministry.' 


NASHVnXE  IBP)  - 
tut  Glow  RespoD*  (BGR) 
is  celebrating  its  lo-year 
annivenaiy  m  a  big  v»ay, 
with  a  camoaiga  to  raiM 
$100,000  for  people  in 

need  across  the  globe. 

Since  2007,  the  hiunani- 
Uiian  aid  orgsmiution 
has  been  paitnmng  with 
Southern  wptist  dpoors 
to  fund  disaster  rdiet  and 
community  development 
preseetB  around  the  world. 
BGR  iK^tet  to  ceMirste 
that  nuleatoae  in 

oy  raiawg  Jito/Jpo.far 

year  at  service,  t  a  total  of 
gioo.oOo. 

Wl^  BGR  is  not  a  for¬ 
mal  entity  of  the  South¬ 
ern  BapW  Conventfon,  it 
does  heartily  ntomote  and 
endorse  the  SBCs  gh^ 


Refugees  encounter  a  good 
side  of  America  —  Christians 


volved  can  find  resources 
and  fiindraMng  ideas  at 
aoW.org/ lofiino/.  On  tfie 


isviDe  now  does.  First,  they  mo- 
bilbe  local  churtb  small  groups 
of  at  least  six  people  to  serve  as 
welcome  teams  for  new  refiig^ 
in  a  j<^t  effort  with  area  resettle¬ 
ment  agencies. 

The  teams  pick  up  the  reniw« 
at  the  aiiport.  help  set  up  theu: 
new  apttttments,  and  become  a 
h^il  resource  and  caring  ^ 
port  during  the  refugee  f-milys 
early  days  m  the  city.  At  Uie  end 
of  the  three-month  commitnient, 
the  raoups  throw  a  “milestone 
part^  to  celebraie  the  famil>’’» 
completion  of  a  quarter  of  a  year 
in  the  UA 

“We  re  meeting  a  huge  ne^ 
for  these  resettlement  agencies 
[by  helping  with  the  resettle¬ 
ment  processl.  They  are  over¬ 
run,'  wmett  said. 

Secondly,  Refuge  matcl^ 
partnering  church  members  with 
refiicecs  who  have  specific  needs 
church  plants,  whether  such  as  English  dassM,  computer 
tr»<EStodo  instnictiott,  30b  search  araLstance, 
or  and  in-home  tutoring.  When  Rct- 
“  uge  discovers  a  need,  Barnett  said. 

■'  sy  TO  to  the  churches  to  check 
•  vm^eers. 

"We  never  want  to  be  a  top- 


iOiHSVIlXE.  ICy.  (BP»  -  ftrAhn 
waa  dfeaiW  punded  by  the  hospi¬ 
tality  of  the  American  ChiistiarM 

who  had  shown  him  smh  love  aM 

care  during  his  short  time  in  the 
United  States. 

-Why  do  you  treat  us  better  t^ 
our  own  p^?'  Ibrahim  as^ 
duiii«  a  Thankamvina  nW  1^ 
year  hosted  by  Rsnigr  touisvUl^  a 
SitatiylhalBtiidpBToealrhuteheB 
to  minister  to  refuaM. 

To  anyone  who  has  heard  Ibra’ 
him's  life  stoty,  the  question 


In  2015, 61*  of  rehipee!  amy^ 
in  KenhiSty  resettled  m  Loupsvflle. 
R^uge  UJufeviHf  says  the  dty  has 
refugees  reptesettting  UO  narioo- 
..liriwi  and  who  speak  mote  man 
too  different  languages. 

Refuge  is  located  in  the  heart  ot 

an  area  with  the  three  apartment 
ooraplexes  that  house  the  larg¬ 
est  luimber  of  refugees  in  1^- 
isviDe.  Antioefa  Church,  foundM 
Iw  Todd  Rc^rtson.  launched  in 
the  basement  one  of  the  build¬ 
ings  in : 


IteSded  by  those  who  give  nixing  a  group  of  10  tnenos 
through  thw  local  churSes  to^$iooe^. 

tome^peiative Program  .  sS  iS3e 

and  to  the^utbern  Baptist  tty  from 
Global  Hunger  Relief  fund. 

'Ifs  haro  to  believe  ttiat  will  continue  to  do  so  in  the 

tthasalrewly  ^ro^S  wr  ve  MtA- 

chief -eaeetirive  offieer.  "It  tte 
only  seems  like  ye^aday  he  s^ 
but  when  I  think  shout  the  needed  vo^era  to  go  and 
thouiands  of  projects  im-  hefo,  hands  and  feet  ww 
olettKOted  worldwide  and  wiffirife  and  when  weVe 
.iteially  millions  of  lives  needed  rerouw  to  plroe 
impacted,  I  thank  God  lor  in  the  hands  of  our  tnirted 
brin^  about  BGR  and  partners  for  foo^.medione, 
'ten  letting  us  he  a  part  of  or  shelter  rnateriib,  pockets 

this  amaxing  ministty.’  were  open.'  _ _ 

Th^  Dbloi' vckCsimtialipi  Ifor  more  biforn^lon 
vUl  nta  ttaijukh  Ang.  31--  shout  BGR  or  the  10  for  lo 
TTiooe  who  want  to  ^  m-  Campaign,  visit  gobgr.org. 


ings  in  2010.  Though  the  church 
eventually  moved,  they  realized 
it  would  he  an  ideal  location  to 
reach  into  the  city’s  growing  refu- 

*“-Se^fausw.salwayslthat] 
the  key  to  reaching  the  refowe 
community  was  the  chmch,  Rob¬ 
ertson  saii  “We  saw  that  building 

as  a  phne ‘hat  could  he  an  inetba- 

denominationB  to  mot^lUze  thitbcinwbrt vwvfcrc 
e  than  500  volunteets  to  «up-  a*  a  oiura-ctiinK  co^ 

[  imm^nts  like  Ibrahim,  whether  it  was  rnono-tm- 

endngnom  the  ministry  of  nic,  language- tOjAised  murct^. 

SSiSn  teptist  churrfi  ptont  Rober^  recertly  transmotied  for 

vMr«  Mn  Refuse 'exists  to  from  Antioch  to  sen*  as  dnector  of  - - ^  -  -  . . 

ve«s  aao.  Refuse  exists  to  down  organizTOon.'  he  syi  'V^e 

alBaptetAsoodatioa  want  to  serve  from  the  bottom  up. 

BBiSt,  a  fonner  u-y«w  mis-  We '*nt  to  h^  peopleto^ 
sioDaiv  wtth  die  Internationul  their  gifts.  I  can)  tefl  you  how 
Mis^  Board,  describe*  Refuge  dmeawerehadso^Moome^ 
UsnsviDe  m ‘intra-chuicfa’ ratter  t  few  minutes  and  then  dyreato^ 
than  para-diunibecawK  the  local  God  wants  them  to  use  then- gifts 

“wi5v;”'Sc 

churches  with  opporturiities  to 
immerse  future  criurch  leaders 
and  cross-cultural  workers  in  an 
international  context.  In  a  vear- 
lot«  immersion  program,  lead¬ 
ers  are  encouraged  to  wove  into 
a  refugee  community  to  enroge 
refugees  with  Gospef-focuseo  re- 
Td  latioosfaips,  be  trained  in  cross- 
cultural  mini^,  deepen  their 
>ri-  relationship  with  God  and  learn  to 
uu-  work  in  a  team  setting. 


Jordan  uod 


Louisville 


Inalized 


sxswtereit’stoc^foriiiiasnn-  ttopaia-*^ 
es  enter. 'We'*  sfl  been  trying  churrh lea* thee 
get  into  the  K)/40  window  for-  “Everything  we  do  comes  out 
i,' John  Barnett,  exeoiti*  di-  ofttelocalchunhaean  awuc  to 
tor  it  Refi»  Louisville,  raid  of  feed  hat*  mtote  W  dmrch, 
t  pVJiai  ccfaone  where  momes  Barnett  said,  nffiats  wte  I  call  us 
sunreacheffbytheGospeL  imra-dnmh.  -Nonn^  a  mts- 

“Wbat  If  God  h  serrang  the  chun*  would  say  no  matter 
/aowindowtouB?Aieweready?  er  the  local  chunh  gett  mwil^ 
^s  what  we’re  equipiilng  the  v*’rejpircigtogiimni»ttetiaB8i<y. 
i^toteprcparedm.  “TteclMch  planter  ii 

Rosiirkv  ma*teB  twice  the  local  church  my  <0  me. 


EXCrriNO  A  WIIVAL  -  A  woman  axprssass  jotr  when 
BapM  Btobol  Asspons*  iniw**  to  diatnbute  bags  of  sasd 
in  her  vHtagaln  Ubotho,  a  landfockod  kingdom  surround- 
ad  on  all  rides  by  South  Afnoo.  (BP  photo) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Revivals  &  Homecomings  ^ ational  survey  reflects  mixed 

associations 

te'.'hrsl.  Aug.  '3  - 16;  Sun  fellowiihin  Baptto  associations  are  “a  good  The  survw  v^u-h  Lowe  said  the  churches  that 

»  pan.;  Mon.  -  Wed,,  7  ston  bi^doni  uiwesdnenf  while*^  spondentet^ii^^a^^'^  involved  in  the  work  oi 

aiS’iT^a  .■Sr^SSIe 

S«*.SE2  4rtr.:!;i.T„"S 


suTV^.  ( n  those,  159  ufre  senior 
pastors  anci  1  ih  were  lUretlors  of 
niissbns.  IV  remainder  Here 
iarseh'  church  staff  nienibers. 
my  members,  (ienominational  or 
d^cncy  stuff  members,  semimirv 
students,  and  church  pointers. 

Lowe  said  pernaps  the 
most  significant  finding  was 
the  perceived  lack  of  value 
m  associations. 

.‘O^y  6,5.6%  of  church  lead¬ 
ers  tl^  that  their  local  Baptist 
as»  lotion  is  a  strategic  partner 
in  hdping  their  church  to  ftill'ilt 
w  Great  Commission,  meaning. 
tiat  nearly  one  out  of  evoty  three 
church  leaders  do  not  think  so  ' 
according  to  the  rejxirl . 

ofthunh  lead¬ 
ers  think  that  their  church  would 


ieaoers  that  associatiorLs  can  be 
relevant  once  again.  ** 

Lowe  said  in  a  208-pagc  re¬ 
port  that  some  church  leaders 
are  guestioning  whether  local 
Baptist  associatioas  are  still  vi¬ 
tal  or  even  relevant. 

.  "I  personalK-  helievv  that  Bap¬ 
tist  associatioas  can  still  be  a 
relevant  ministry  partner  a,  the 


comwiBisseEWNOARlirfK 


morning  and  mmog  mx- 
2^.  and  Sunday  momaig  ctmr  practice 
"ease  sutmsi  maunv'  to  the  Pantot  Seared 
**“*  -■'••ctor.  :2i  Vetona 
PI.  Bwton,  MssostoP  38042,  or  email  to 
W^^-Siicd'li^S^y-So^'  ^r^^5t5gg™4con^___ 
222yd,»IS  3»30oroit«tortSLan.’  ?°.LEVtL  BAPIBt  CHURCH  W  two. 
—Ittiiiiiminei  *  fULi  Tme 

•  Gonvnubm  dtetaneg  al  lubUimwvA  39577 

LBERTt  BAPTIST  CHURCH  m  LIBERTY 
US  IS  ACCEPTitG  RESUMES  FOR  A  i 
MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  AND  A  PART-TIME  : 
YOUTH  MINISTE''  Resumes  may  be  sen!  , 
to  Liberty  Baptist  O  urcb  c/o  Bradey  Geno 
PO  Bon  73.  Ubetty  MS  39645  or  emaUed  to 
bgesogHienybaplisicburcn  b«,  - 


a  wjtiei  conaiaMng  dbtance  ot  iAd-A/nenca 
samiwy  Banafts  metude  a  parsonage 
■UalNu.u  and  GwdeStone  reoie- 
™™“"*taMon$  Sand  rasume  to  Oscar 
uPM^Maattow  Braok  Baptst  Cbureb 
3114  OB  PIgaon  Rooat  Road  Bybate  MS 

•Wii  or  tmal  to  |Bytor1®centur^  net 

SUM  8PRS4GS  CHURCH,  BRAXTON. 


in.sjliriiig  tear  in 
iM'rlw  I  -1.  1  ciin- 
iiw  rt:!  •. 


LJsl’.N',  Uk’  sjsirtv  fiihli’  liiaii 
mi,  reiviiily  |*ibli.sliisl  a  siorv  iii 
which  KatLsa.'. 

.Stall'  I  iii'.er-  ■ 

sit>  iilli':;.M 

I.K  Lie  Snut  Jr 

1  r.iiilr  iilioli-  ®  _  s 

'  1  liniw'.i  .1-  X  ^ 


PEW  UPHOLSTERY.  FREE 


VWRCH,  HAS  A  HAMMOND  ORGAN  ESTIMATES  Day 
sOR^E,  aiiiing  S3  500  foi  'no^  M.l'  '•  *  ■ 

SSSST  “I*  Carpenw.  a>  „ 


WK  IS  AN  OPtNING 


dSK."  ***  OPtNING  FOR  A  Dl- 
J|£T0R  Of  MISSIONS  FOR  NORTH 

.  .Vi;-  baptist  association 

imnaiVu.  a"’  PARISHES). 

cwmiana  Raaumes  can  be  mansd  in 

ji'oo  O^'ce 

w  .  V  urO*  *59 
R»84jrT>«$  w  •  Of 


central  ■'  cir 
i<mckson  and 

IjftmWM  Raau,,,,. 

I  "®*«ntral  Baptist  Asiociai-or- 
*0  Paraonoai  Commntae  P  c  Boi 
!  JoPOboro,  LA  71251  “ 

I  j^ApMd  unta  August  21 

I  JJMRED  glassworks.  INc".~sei 

I  y  aALswea  1992  Call 800  605-291 
WT  THE  BEST  RATES  ON.  Hr 
and  Madicare  Suppemenu 
-UWS41-B196  or  visil  mninii  'umerin 

"crOr^com 

BOPPtR  STAINED  PUSS  CU; 
’’■wWi  rvfloration  arv<  rtpaifs  m 
•wwmaixl  9lns.  CUtiO#  a‘;j'»iKiyfn  _  .. 
•mod  toMnts  StalaMde  KU  502-0202 
iwwitoWarmaatnat 

JJJpOW  AND  SCREEN  -.HOP  -  w 
Mona  aandbws  juUI  to  IN  yoni 
y*'B  Pb<»  na»  win<»  w  screens  and 
Tgjy^'**  *'»•"*  Cal  Tom  Cook  60' 


AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  rACAOO 
CONDOS  -ji-  ;  .  y 


il|»irilhi  .'-I-  IS  GH02A 
I'i  iLllo.ll.  ,.l 

iut  tti.it  the  M  I  K  SiMsi.iiili.iy, 
il-.  Iirst  ii|»Tiiv  'll  nil  -  I'Mui  j'liucr 
Hie  in-nij.i  wi-  --imil.irK  cn 
tram-i'.l  ..nh  Michael  S.iir,  i.lv 
lx*iame  the  hr-t  .ipr-nly  hutuie 
■u-xiNil  man  eter  drali.-d  hv  llx 
•Vational  K'nllvill  la•.ll;ln•  ,  \ri 
ui  •.’fii-t 

rlearh.  thire  wlxi  vn-k  ii.  n-ir 
mali/e  Iximiisr'xualily  ve  .i  Ih> 
nuwxiial  man  placing  in  the  .SKI 
a-  llie  nenrt  fNirVyr^eff  c.  //r»/(;rs, 
Itie  201,5 -Supreme  Court  ruling  le- 
gah/irig  same  sex  marriage  which 
(xm-stituled  a  sigiuficant  step  tiv 
ward  the  normalirvrtion  amt  nr- 
iv|>laiHf  1  if  h<  nnosexualitv 

■in  ii|)enK  homowxii.il  Vhl 
pl.ixei  wiiiilil  hr*  sis*ii  .as  .i  cnl- 


'|"'n■l'  r.  .h...  -  ... 

I  illlslMIL-  -noij.;  ■. 

'  hi-nh  hi'IU’isi-ya.iJ  III*  it  -iii,  |;,1 
iliiiihtixlh  K-  siiiii-sshil  ,11..!  Ip 
pris  i.iiixl  in  the  \H.  mst  ili.a 
in*  in  a  xanc*ti . .!  .jlle-r  i ,  «  ati. i  ■ 
Ihc  n*.il  battle  that  sie»ikl  con 
irnt  (  hnstiaas ls  not  tlie  .Nhl,  lint 
cultiiral  a.vsianptioiv.  rcvirding 
mnnh.  >nI  1  ortiKilong.  tTiKstians 
liaxc  alliiwixl  niltun*  m  umliiix 
inlliicma*  -nir  vii*ws  ot  manhoisl. 
this  btnst  mass  alxinl  flic  SH. 
•is  a  g.sxi  Hum*  lor  Chrislians  l< 
assol  a  hibiic.il  vh'w  uI  ystiat  il 
mearLsioU-  a  rtalnuin.' 

Hurt-  It  Ills  luKliing  to  do  with 
a  fhotKall 

Biblical  m.inli.ssi  i ,  nr-*  lud 

'•.ici'Mst  .ilciii  'i-.iniig  i:,.,. 


slull-  .if  , 

"ilKHlIl!  1,1 
taithhi!  I'. 

Iloni.v ' 
Ihc  NM 
niil'iic  '.I 
tiihlii  .il  pi. 


ci.il  nun  puiyiug ,  ig,' 
1-1'  .  i.uki  dir  Ciilhliak 
iu.iiili.Hid.  lull  not  the 


itrn/{/  ;  .  1  ,,x  pry  .7.  .1, 

iiilhii,iii  -an-iciay  unit 
/irp/essi'r  .7  iiliiliiso/iti^ 
uxtp  .Vim/inn;  (if  lint  . 

tkifiti'il  •ni'iniin in  in 

I’d  in  Ih,  III.  \i;.!t:.-  : 
tl'll  n<l 
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SUPER 

corn,  from  p.  1 

growth,  and  to  help  develop 
youtii  leadership  in  Missiasip' 

|n  churches. 

Prospective  students  are 
closdy  screened,  then  im- 
msoNd  ipr«  progrepsive  leatp- 
.iqg.gjal^  at-  Super  .Sununer  -,, 
ihetienMtnia  th«v  gr*  srowoR 
des^.  and  being . 
each  year  they  attend.  . 

UaQ,  consultant  in  the 
MBCB  Dudpleship  and  Fam- 
ik  Ministry  Department,  said, 
*vye  fimoel  students  into  schoob 
.,hBse4  ^  age  and 
«  fewehi: 

‘  come  a  fint-vear  school,  but 
that  j>articu]af  scfloot  is  denned 
Id  hn  the  hi^  paints  of  an  five 
previous  years. 

*FDr  instance,  in  the  past  in 
die  fifth-year  sdloQl  —  namd 

*  odtratebfibt^is  a^otVeater. 

A  lot  of  our  lads  set  the  goal  of 
attending  purple  school  We  had 
about  w  nds  this  year.* 

Bach  school  at  &per  Summer 
is  identified  by  a  ootor.  First-year 
students  study  basic  diaeiple^p 
issues.  Ihe  exoeptioii  is  older 
fint-yeaa  atudaats,'«fideclMsd>' 
amulMotia* 


WOftSHfP  -  ^udedts  at  Super  Summer  ars  lad  m  music  artd 
praise  during  one  of  the  worship  services  during  the  course  of  the 
conference  Juiy  17  -  21.  (Sprsciel) 


They  do  ministry  projects.  It’s 
a  neat  concept. 

*We  call  it  a  Christum  lead¬ 
ership  confierenc^,*  Hail  con- 
iteaed.  “We  on  individual 
churches  td  send  their  leader¬ 
ship  kids.  It  it  not  for  every¬ 
one.  We  rely  on  the  integrity  of 
the  churches. 

‘Most  churches  work  really 
hard  to  help  dHr  kids  under¬ 
stand  ndiat  this  oonferenoe  is. 
Hmtc's  very  little  fiee  tune.  Veiy 
little  recreation,  it’s  |)s<^  mwch 
mh 

fi  fwup  tune -and  these  kids  eat 


Tl^  need  to.be  involved  in 
a  Christian  dub  or  Bible  study 
on  campus  —  FCA  or  whatever. 
They  h^  to  he  of  a  dis- 
dplaship  poup  during  the  yw, 
and  have  two  references  outside 
their  rdiuich  family  testify  to 
their  character.  Above  first  ^lear 
-students,  they  have  to  wnte  a 
short  essay.  We  are  looking  for 
kids  alrea^  involved  in  these 
daily  practi^.*  . 

Hall  stressed 


_ _  _  _ _  young  people 

liiiiiMhMwaiibbwW^tBpdwae  w*  ^  ...  nor  is  the  udent  < 

to  lug  iseuesb  greater.  We  have  ten  or  eleven  basic  long  camp  to  buud 

Second-year  students  get  rrauirements  we  expect  each  ,  “spiritual  elite.* 
introduced  to  worldview,  £f-  kid  to  have  done.  It’s  not  that 

kids  areiust  tiying  to  check  off 
a  list.  This  is  tor  kids  who,  all 


that  Super 
ara  nqt 
Christian 
in  Mississippi, 
udent  of  the  we^- 
somesort  of 


ferent  beUefe,  and  character  ia- 
sues.  Third-year  students  focus 
the  entire  w^  on  becoming  a 
leader  in  all  areas  of  their  livn 
Foutdi'year  Uudents  ooncen- 
trate  on  woiktvfew  tor  the  week. 

mtii-iear  students  q>end  the 
week  reviewing  and  lefimng  what 
they  have  learned  over  the  past 
four  years  and  are  also  moved  into 
acticD  as  t^  spend  portions  «f 
dxir  week  in  ministiv. 

‘Purple  .  School  students 
spend  part  of  their  time  in  in¬ 
ner  cify  Jackson,*  nhi- 


conunitted  followers  ^  Jesus 
Qirist  and  are  going  beyond 
just  the  normal  Christian  in 
thepew. 

'*We  have  attendance  requite- 
ments.  They’re  expected  to  M- 
tend  7S%  of  youth  and  church 
activities.  They  ate  to  have  mem- 
oroed  at  least  ten  new  Scripture 
verses  a  year.  They  are  to  have 
shared  their  faith  with  at  least 
onf  person. 


These  kids  have  worked 
hard,*  be  said.  They  waid  to 
make  sure  they  can  oe  a  part 
of  this.  About  half  the  kids  vdm 
come  are  put  in  a  adwal  and  thw 
doo'tknowanyoneinit,eapecial- 
lyr  that  first  year,  but  the  commu¬ 
nity  that’s  built  thtoc^  Super 
Summer  and  their  fenufy  groups 
is  so  encourag^  to  them. 

“Ihey  realae  this  state  is 
fidl  of  students  hlte  them.  Now, 
through  aodal  media,  they  really 
can  k^  up  with  each  other.* 

Fdt  mote  information,  visit 
maaupenummerxom. 


It  ^  iMI  n- 


Truth  is  not  relative. 

Find  it  in  tlie  Ont-  who  is  the  way,  truth,  and  life. 

Siinplv  share  the  following  prayer  with  Cod 
in  vour  own  words: 
4  lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  \ou.  il  have  sinned.) 
^  I  "ant  lorgiveness  lor  iiiv  sins 

■•nd  Iteedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 
,,  *  helieve  Jeiu^  died  and  rose  from  the 

Rrave  lo  lorgive  mv  sins  and  to  restore 
— -  ni\  relationship  with  you. 

5:  ,  ^  <1  believe  in'icsus.) 

’  j  iailh..l  invite  lesus  Christ  into  mv  life, 

fron-.  tliis  time  'uv  I  uam  lo  liie  in  .1  loving  relationship 
with  Him.  (I^rt-ceive  v  hiist  a-  my  Savior  and  Lord.) 
■  hn,-..  U,  Ihrm  In  L;.oe  tl-  -i-).,'  |<>  In  i,wr  thildnn  <>l 

(I  ■  .  -tl  111  f.-'in  /)(  /(t  11-  II'  In',  n.inw.  ‘Iiihii  1:12) 

■t  :  mu  I.  .  I  hi  r-s  iM.u,  i  iml.e  ■  a  (01  ,il  Smilh.-,,,  B.iplisl  i)ui.<h 

I0'  -|)iritii.il  ui'-l.t  n  '■ 


ROYCE 

oonr.  fromp.  7 

Paul  G.  Moak  Jr.,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Clinton-based 
Christian  university’s  board 
of  trustees,  wrote  in  an  Aug.  7 
statement  to  trustees  that  the 
remainder  of  Royce’s  time  at 
MC  will  be  spent  on  marking 
the  school’s  accomplislunents 
under  his  leadership. 

*lt  is  incumbent  tor  each  of 
us  to  do  our  best  to  make  this 
final  year  for  Dr.  Royce  his 
very  best  year.  It  is  a  time  for 
celebrating  bis  time  at  Missis¬ 
sippi  College  and  the  impact 
his  leadership  has  bad  on  so 
many  students  as  well  as  the 
MC  family  and  community. 

“lliis  IS  the  time  to  give 
thanks  for  Dr.  Royce  and  his 
wife  Rhoda  (whose  many  con¬ 
tributions  often  go  unrecog¬ 
nised),  for  the  tremendous 
commitment  th^  have  made 
to  the  Mississippi  College 
fomily,*  Moak  wrote. 

Royce  holds  three  de- 
mes  including  a  doctorate 
from  Vanderbut  University 
in  Nashville.  Prior  to  accept¬ 
ing  the  top  MC  position,  ne 
was  presiaent  01  Baptist-af¬ 
filiated  Anderson  College  in 
Sogth  Carolina. 


During  his  tenure,  enroll¬ 
ment  at  MC'  mushroomed 
from  3,200  to  nearly  5,200. 
The  191-year-old  school’s 
endowment  rose  from  $36.7 
million  to  $75.5  million,- and 
faculty  inenra^  by  38%. 
The  sports  program  at  MC 
advanced  from  NCAA  Divi¬ 
sion  III  to  Division  il  and 
.the. school  rejoined  the  Gulf 
South  Conference. 

Over  1,100  MC  students 
made  first-time  professions 
of  faith  in  Chiut  during 
Royce’s  time  on  campus,  re¬ 
cords  indicate. 

Royce  was  named  Clin¬ 
ton’s  Outstanding  Citizen 
of  the  Year  in  2011,  and  was 
chosen  for  the  2014  Chief 
Executive  Leadership  Award 
for  District  III  by  the  inter¬ 
national  Council  for  the  Ad¬ 
vancement  and  Support  of 
Education  headquartered  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

“He's  truly  an  authentic 
Christian  gentleman  whose 
leadership  abilities  are  unsur¬ 
passed  in  terms  of  encourag¬ 
ing  others,  from  students  to 
foculty  and.  staff,*  said  Ron 
Howanl,  MC  vice  president 
for  academic  affairs. 

Ike  Rovcm  plan  to  settle 
dose  to  their  son  Mark  in 
northern  Virginia. 
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attachments  in  JPEG  fomwt.  Hard  copy  photographs  madad 
through  the  postal  sarvlee  wM  not  ba  soeaptad.  Photographs 
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There  a  no  guarareee  that  news  items  and/or  photographs 
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pubheation  date.  Arbcta  that  are  not  date  senehive  wd  be 
pubkBhad  on  a  space  aveilable  basic.  These  guidetinea  ere 
not  meard  to  ba  exhaustive 
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tnbriimg. 


10 


August  10, 2017  The  BAmsr  ReniitD 


'August  13, 20i^^ 


The  Cleansing  •  Psalm  32 


Ad^  and  Eve  about  their  "Fie 
Leaf  Futility’  clothing  line.  As  soon  as 
^t  serpent  slipped  into  the  Garden  of 
Eden  and  began  to  slither  and  writhe 
and  ^  and  whisper  those  dreadful 
lies  alwut  the  Word  and  command  of 
should  have  put  down  that 
forbi^en  froit  and  immediately  or- 
tered  Mtching,  tailor-made  snake 
skin  outfits.  Sin  cannot  be  hidden  or 
cowred  up.  God’s  plan  has  always 
oeen  to  cover  over  and  cleanse  our 
conf^d  sins  with  a  blood  sacrifice, 
m  of  tbe  innocent  animal  slain 
by  to  make  coverings  for  Adam 
and  Eve  was  a  fore-shadowing  of  the 
cross  (rf  Jesus. 

51  (last  Sunday)  and 
toda^r’s  Psalm  32  stand  as  ‘befbre  and 
portraits  of  restoration  after 
confession  and  repentance.  In  intro¬ 
ductory  notes,  both  Psalms  are  cred¬ 
its  to  David  as  author.  Both  Psalms 
falj_  under  the  heading  of  ’peniten- 
•  .2U"*  expression  of  deep,  abid¬ 

ing  SORROW  over  sin  accompanied 
by  roniession  Md  repentance,  turn- 
*^,^piii  that  sin.  Deep,  abiding  iov- 
comes  from  the  release  of 
tnat  tmrden  of  sin.  A  broken,  crushed 
ciMtnte,  repentant,  forgiven  sinner 
will  once  again  be  able  to  walk  in  the 
Wessedness  of  an  intimate  relation- 
sh^with  the  Lord. 

Of  ^1  earthly  kings,  David  certainly 
knew  better  than  to  attempt  to  hide 


his  sins  or  even  to  commit  them  in  the 
tirst  place!  This  seasoned,  victorious 


-  mighty  men  to  ride  off  into  tte  fray  of  si^nesf  ^  ** 

d2i°g"glance“u™s'llftol  iSItftil’  3'  f  °ff"i“«/‘atenient  is  a  showcase 
fill  act  of  adulte™  whfeh  S  to^he 

proximatelv  one  vear'i?.  nn»  ilfa  A  overwhelmed  with  the  pow- 


wthout  his  leadership.  A  casual,  wan- 
denng  glance  turns  into  a  lustful,  will- 
fill  act  of  adultery  which  leads  to  the 
arranged  murder  of  a  faithful  husband 
and  loyal  soldier.  Time  passes  (ap¬ 
proximately  one  year!)  as  one  evil  deed 
follows  another.  Then,  David’s  string 
of  deception  unravels  with  a  G^- 
ordained 
visit  from 
Nathan, 
the  prophet 
of  God. 

Confes¬ 
sion  (agree¬ 
ment  with 
God  about 
the  pres¬ 
ence  of  sin) 
i-s  made. 

Repentance  (deliberate  turning  away 
from  sin)  is  evident.  Restoration  (re¬ 
turning  and  renewing)  of  David’s  re- 
jationsmp  to  the  Lord  is  accomplished 
by  the  formveness  and  grace  of  His 
loving  Lord.  Psalm  32  ifcscribes  the 
entire  process  of  events. 

ThU  Psalm  describes  sin  using 
four  .^stinct  words.  Transgres.sion’ 
IS  willful,  knowing  rebellion.  ’Sin" 

18  missing  the  established  mark  of 
holiness.  ’Iniquity’  is  crooked 


- wiiu  me  DOW- 

er  of  forgiveness.  The  crookednes.s  of 
sm  IS  straightened"  and  era.sed  from 
the  ledger  books  with  the  calculation 
of  forgive¬ 
ness,  The 
deceit  of 
sin  is  “ex- 

Explore  the  Bihk  rhr‘’;„J( 

Hidden 
sin  destroys 
from  the 
inside  out. 

yva.sting.  Groaning.  Heaviness.  Drain¬ 
ing  avvay,  Sin  destroys  not  only  spiri¬ 
tually  but  physically.  David  had  no  in¬ 
ner  peace.  The  conviction  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  1.S  the  weight  (wait?!)  of  grace  as 
God  calls  us  back  to  Himself.  Re.stora- 
tion  is  God’s  desire. 

Acknowledging  sin  is  confession  of 
wrongdoing.  We  agree  with  God  that 
sm  IS  heinous.  Confession  is  prompt- 
f.  personal  guilt  before 

God.  Only  we  can  confess.  Only  God 


can  forgive.  God  does  not  want  to 
abandon  us  to  our  own  sinfulness. 
God  IS  holy  and  cannot  abide  sin  God 
IS  merciful,  but  God  is  a  God  of  jiis- 
tice.  God  is  holy.  God  does  the  calling. 
We  must  do  the  answering  by  turning 
toward  God  and  away  from  our  sins. 
In  verse  6,  David  implores  us  to  pray 
tor  forgiveness  as  soon  as  God  calls. 
Don  t  wait  until  you  are  desperate. 
Confess  and  repent  now.  The  weight 
of  sin  is  too  heavy!  God  is  our  hidinv 
place.  We  should  hide  IN  God. ..hi  “ 
mg  KRO.M  God  is  not  possible.  God  is 
our  preservation  and  our  song  of  de¬ 
liverance. 

In  verse  7,  the  scene  shifts.  God 
speaks  to  David.  The  wide  chasm  be¬ 
tween  David  and  His  God  has  been 
closed.  They  are  once  again  eve  to 
eye,  lace  to  face,  heart  to  heart.  Like  .1 
hors^e  (brashly  bolting  away)  or  a  mule 
(stubbornly  refusing  to  move),  David 
has  learned  tf>  navij^ate  according  tri 
Gods  command,  re.s|M)nding  to  thi 
first  gentle  tug  on  the  reins.  Rather 
than  being  caught,  tethered  and  led 
around,  David  has  determined  to  fol¬ 
low  willinaly.  The  man  after  Clod's 
own  heart  has  returnevl  to  The  Maker 
of  his  heart,  fhe  wicket!  aresorrtvwful 
The  upright  shout  for  joy. 


Hrown  is  staff,  evangelist.  First 
Church.  Kichland. 


A  Channel  of  Comfort  •  2  Corinthians  1:2-7 


Joto  14:26  contains  one  of  the  most 
^uring  words  that  can  be  read  bv 
hUB^  eyw.  Depending  on  your  Bible 
veiawn,  the  word  Advocate  (NIV), 
Heliwr  (ESV),  Counselor  (HCSB)  or 
Comforter  (KJV)  all  are  defined  the 
same  aid.  Jesus  is  promising  that 
Ibnger  on  the  scene  that 
His  followrers  will  have  all  the  aid,  help 
and  r^urces  they  need  to  do  what  He 
MS  charged  them  to  do  in  the  person 
™  S*  Spirit,  i.e.,  the  Comforter. 
TTfe  exact  same  word  is  a. ed  by  Paul 

U’  a  text.  Ten  times  in  five  verses 
"aul  uses  the  word  meaning  comfort  or 
Does  this  seem  like  overkill?  Not 
to  Pam  becau.se  he  knew  the  issues  fac- 
IM  this  young  church  family.  He  knew 
had  sins,  questions  and  quarrels. 
Wfet  these  people  needed  was  aid, 
which  drives  the  introduction  to  this 
IWer.  It  wxmld  be  one  thing  to  place 
their  need  for  comfort  within  the  chap- 
follow  but  Paul  is  introducing 
™is_ft^l  point  within  the  first  words 
of  his  letter.  Aid,  help  and  comfort  are 
needed  by  these  believers.  It  is  of  ut¬ 
most  importance  to  Paul  that  they  real¬ 
ise  that  truth  first  and  foremost. 


Comfort  Defined  vs.  a-3 

We  know  that  the  word  comfort 
means  to  console.  Paul  knew  this  but 
:  •'“'tnew  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spir¬ 
it.  Paul  was  a  limited  man  in  that  he 


could  only  do  the  work  of  one  man.  The 
Holy  Spirit  can  do  much  more.  Great¬ 
er  consolation  to  the  larger  church  at 
Corinth  simultaneously  could  only  be 
the  work  of  God.  Note  that  Pall  refers 
to  God  as  the  ‘God  of  all  comfort"  (vs. 
3)  meaning  there  is  nothing  that  you 
will  face  that  God  does  not  have  aid  in 
store  to  give.  He  also  describes  God  as 
the  ’Father 
of  all  com- 
a  s  s  i  o  n  ' 

BJiiKlttiMlies  for 

in  know-  .  , 

ing.  that  Clay  Anth,m 

■passion' 
at  its  heart 
means  suf¬ 
fering.  hence  Easter  is  often 
referred  to  as  Pa.ssinn  Week.  To  add 
com-’  to  that  word  can  only  mean 
that  whatever  it  is  that  might' be  suf¬ 
fered  through  in  this  life,  th«-  believer 
will  not  suffer  it  alone.  We  have  com¬ 
pany  in  our  dar..  days.  There  is  relief 
close  by  in  the  person  of  the  Father  of 
all  rompa.ssion 


;ng  what  you  are  at  this  moment?  Paul 
would  answer  by  saying  so  that  you 
can  comfort  .someone  facing  the  same 
issues.  God  comforts  us  in  trials  so 
that  we  may  return  the  favor  later  (vs. 
4).  This  is  not  to  be  misunderstood  as 
a  divdne  paying  it  forward  mentality. 
Believers  have  ncen  charged  to  intro¬ 
duce  and  glorify  God  in  the  comfort 
we  give  and 

OT  the  com 
it  fort  we  give 


good  of  th*‘  rhurch.  Distrt'ssrd  fur¬ 
niture  are  those  pieces  in  f>nr  homers 
that  are  made  to  look  rustic  and  iise<i. 
Paul  knew  that  the  harsh  times  that 
ho  face<l  could  he  used  to  warn  and 
strengthen  other  believers.  V.b*s 
he  our  stance  as  well.  * 


Clay  Ant  hi  in 


cance.  We 
are  never 
to  live  from 
point  \  to 
point  It 
The  goal  ot 
our  comfort 

IS  to  live  from  point  A  to  Heaven.  f)ni 
comfrirting  ot  others  has  eternitv  as 
its  end. 


Comfort  Channefed  vs.  4-5 

What  have  you  faced  in  life?  What 


What  have  you  faced  in  life?  What 
passionate  sufferings  have  d^rupted 
your  peace?  Why  is  it  that  you  are  fac- 


Comfort  Lived  vs.  6-7 
•  We  know  that  Paul  understood  suf¬ 
fering.  (2  Cor.  11:16-33)  He  was  a  man 
that  at  limes  neerled  comfort.  It  was 
jwausc  of  those  suffering  times  that 
he  could  now  thrust  tbe  spotlight  on 
the  (tod  of  all  comfort.  He  was  writing 
to  the  Corinthians  as  an  antfienced 
'ImtM  Ws  taSaUm  (vs, 
6  KJV)  or  distress  (RSy)  t«  for  the 


Live  it  Oat 

.\gain,  what  have  yon  laced  in  vniir 
life?  I'hcre  are  countless  stories  ol 
hardships  throughonl  the  reailers  of 
this  article  Paul's  hope  was  th.it  the 
readers  in  Corinth  would  use  their 
stories  to  eomtort  ami  cneour.ige  oth  . 
ers  Believers  are  not  immune  to  tin 
harsh  world  we  live  in.  Suffering  will  ' 
eonie.  Use  your  sufferings  to  strength 
eii  rithers  by  jiointing  thi  iii  to  the  G...I 
of  all  comfoil 

As  a  Miiair  group,  look  tor  Ibal  sm 
gle  parent  or  widow  in  coinmnnitv 
that  needs  help.  Idenlilv  peojile  b< 
yond  >-oiir  cnminunitv  that  need  err 
couragement  as  in  a  missionary  fain 
ily  that  you  can  adopt  in  prayer  an  l 
support  I,el  your  pa.stor  know  of  your 
w-illingness  to  share  the  coniforl  that 
(»iid  has  brought  to  you  during  bard 
ship  with  the  larger  church  . 


Anthony  is  director  of  the  CoUab 
oratiue  itissionary  NaruutrJc, 

HoHy  Syrringn  -  •  .  .  ■ 
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LifeWay  Research:  missing  money  is  ministry  lost 


NASHVIUE  (BP)  -  camrehes  and  oth¬ 
er  frith  groupa  collect  tens  of  billions  of 
donations  era  year,  and  some  id  the 
money  unfortunately  goes  missing. 


(three  percent),  Methodist  (four  per¬ 
cent)  and  Holiness  pastors  (four  per¬ 
cent)  are  less  likely. 

■  Church  of  Christ  (i6%)  and  Pen¬ 
tecostal  pastors  (17%)  are  more  likely 
than  pastors  of  other  denominations 
to  stn  their  church  has  never  been  au¬ 
dited.  Lutheran  (five  percent),  Method¬ 
ist  (two  percent)  and  Presbyterian/Re¬ 
formed  pastors  (seven  percent)  are  less 
likely  to  ray  the  same. 

■  Afncan-American  pastors  (25%) 
are  the  most  likely  ethnic  group  to  say 
their  church  has  never  had  an  audit. 

Most  churches  realize  having  an  au¬ 
dit  can  be  good  thin&  McConnrf  noted. 
It’s  another  aspect  of  being  a  good  stew¬ 
ard  of  a  church's  finances,  “ft’s  helpful 
to  have  a  second  set  of  eyes  look  at  the 
church  books,*  he  said. 

LifeWay  Research  found  that  a 
number  of  churches  function  with  lit¬ 
tle  margin  for  error  when  it  comes  to 
their  finances. 

Twenty-six  percent  have  operating- 
reserves  to  cover  seven 'or  fewer  weeks, 
according  to  their  pastors.  A  similar 
number  have  between  eight  and 
15  tveeks.  Fifteen  percent  have  between 
t6  and  25  weeks  of  reserves,  while  12% 
have  between  26  and  51  weeks.  Twenty- 
three  percent  have  a  year  or  more. 

Smaller  churches  often  have 


Among  Prelsstwifpagfcxs. 

Has  anyone  ever  embezzled  funds  from 
your  current  church,  either  before  you 
were  pastor  or  since  you  arrived? 


About  one  in  10  Protestant  church¬ 
es  has  had  someone  embezzle  funds, 
accordii^  to  a  survey  of  1,000  Protes¬ 
tant  senior  pastors  releas^  Atm.  3  by 
Lifr  Way  Research,  a  diviaion  M  Masb- 
ville-based  LifeWay  Christian  Re¬ 
sources  that  serves  as  an  evangelical 
research  firm  specializing  in  surveys 
about  faith  in  culture  and  matters  that 


91% 

Not  that  I  know  of 


ministry. 


tbeir  church  has  nad  huds  embeziied. 
Ninety-one  percent  say  fiiey  are  not 


r»0» 


-  - - more 

_  _ _  weeks  of  reserves  than  larger  congrega¬ 

tions.  Among  small  churches —those 
ism  in  mr  with  fewer  than  50  people  -  27%  say 
they  have  a  year  of  cash  reserves.  By 
j  ,  -T*.-  ,  contrast,  15%  of  larger  churches  — those 

ud  Ex-  ThirW-four  percent  say  the  most  re-  with  more  than  250  people  —  have  a 
ivolved  cent  audit  was  more  than  five  years  ago,  year  of  reserves. 

(roups,  theft  books  haven't  ever  been  audited  An  earlier  study  by  LifeWay  Re- 
Ij.  don’t  know  when  the.,  search  found  about  a  third  of  churches 

rSTf?  ™  “  ““‘Jit  (M*)-  Among  have  struggled  to  make  their  budget 

rThS  -  ecu  so  its  not  surpr^ng 

SdS  that  some  churches  have  few  reserves. 

®  ■**  ***^  « I®*  fi^ith  to  run  a  church, 

^ora  ,  especially  when  finances  are  tight,- he 

v^ft  and  Pentecostal  said,  “but  some  churches  may  be  mLss- 

fwwT  theft  ministry  because  there’s  not 

“  fi  complete  audit  enough  money  in  the  bank  to  respond 

more  than  five  years  ago.  Lutheran  to  needs  and  opportunities  tlwt  anw." 


rfi^like^ly;  to  ray  theft  church  had 
ftBHfr  ^luMiuled  (16K)  when  compared 
to  Baptist  (aeven  percent)  or  Prewyte- 
nan/Keform^  p^ots  (six  percent). 
Pastors  of  mid-uzed  churches  —  those 
with  between  too  and  249  members 
—  w  less  likely  to  ray  funtt  had  been 
embezzled  (six  percent)  than  those  -with 
agOOT more  members (laX). 


Among  Protmum  pmton 

How  many  weeks  of  cash  reserves  does 
your  church  currently  have? 


vyiiMrwiHflh^  ^me  your  church 
had  a  complete  audK  of  its  finances? 


Xi  ''“T‘ 

L  UTTinvnr- 


5^  pr  may 


15  weeks  or  less 


N^rt  sure 


